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COURT HEARS   

PEX SUIT 
 
On Thursday, Decem-
ber 19, 2002 the Hon-
orable Dzintra Janavs 
of the Superior Court of 
the State of California 
for the County of Los 
Angeles, Department 
85, heard the litigation 

brought against the California Building Stan-
dards Commission (CBSC) and various state 
agencies by the Plastic Pipe and Fittings As-
sociation (PPFA) seeking a Writ of Mandate 
“to require respondents to include Cross-
Linked Polyethylene (PEX) in all parts of the 
2001 California Plumbing Code (CPC) from 
which PEX has been excluded”.    In addition 
to the CBSC, the respondent agencies in-
clude the Department of Housing and Com-
munity Development (HCD), Division of the 
State Architect/Structural Safety (DSA/SS), 
Office of Statewide Health Planning and De-
velopment (OSHPD), Dept. of Health Ser-
vices (DHS), Dept. of Food and Agriculture 
(AGR) and Does 1 through 50. 
 
Judge Janavs granted the Writ of Mandate 
except she found that PEX was not adopted 
by operation of law. 
 
PPFA has until December 31, 2002 to file the 
proposed judgment and writ of mandate.  All 
respondents then have until January 13, 
2003 to file any objections. 

 
CBSC FORMS SEISMIC 

AD HOC ADVISORY GROUP 
 
At its December 3, 2002 meeting, the Califor-
nia Building Standards Commission (CBSC) 
established an Ad Hoc Seismic Advisory 
Group to assist the Commission in develop-
ing a statewide consensus structural safety 
code change proposal to the 2001 Title 24, 
Part 2, the California Building Code (CBC).  
The purpose of the code change proposal is 
to address the most critically needed correc-
tions to some of the structural standards con-
tained in the CBC. 
  
The Seismic Ad Hoc Advisory Group will be 
chaired by Commissioner Jimmy Hill, and 
consist of representatives from the Seismic 
Safety Commission (SSC), the Department of 
Housing and Community Development 
(HCD), the American Institute of Architects 
(AIA), the Structural Engineers Association of 
California (SEAOC), the California Building 
Officials (CALBO) and the California Building 
Standards Commission (CBSC). Commis-
sioner Hill is a Los Angeles Deputy Fire Chief 
and chair of the CBSC Seismic Committee. 
 
The first meeting of the Seismic Ad Hoc Ad-
visory Group will be at 10:00 A.M. on January 
7, 2003 inSuite 3020 at 400 R Street, Sacra-
mento.  Additional meetings will be scheduled 
as needed.  The Group will report to the 
CBSC at its January 15, 2003 and March 19, 
2003 meetings.  The Group’s meetings will 
be duly noticed in accordance with the Bag-
ley-Keene Act open meeting requirements.  
The current notice is now posted on CBSC 
web site:  www.bsc.ca.gov 
 
The Seismic Ad Hoc Advisory Group will be 
reviewing and considering proposals submit-
ted by the Tri Chapter Uniform Codes Adop-
tion and Interpretation Program consisting of 
the ICC (International Code Council) Penin-
sula, East Bay and Monterey chapters.  The 
Group will also be reviewing and considering 
proposals submitted by the Los Angeles Re-
gional Uniform Code Program (LARUCP). 
 
The Seismic Ad Hoc Advisory Group will be 
working quickly to achieve a statewide con-
sensus to provide their recommendations that 
will serve as the basis for an emergency 
rulemaking for CBSC review and adoption. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 PROGRESS TOWARD 
2004 TITLE 24 CONTINUES 

 

Some milestone goals have been established 
for the 2004 edition of Title 24.  Please re-
member that these are projected goals and 
that dates may change as the state agencies 
work through the process. 
 
The current timeline projects that the state 
agencies make their preliminary recommen-
dations in June of 2003 for which model 
codes will provide the basis of the 2004 Title 
24.  CBSC’s Coordinating Council would then 
meet to review those preliminary proposals 
and resolve any conflicts before making their 
recommendation at a July 2003 Commission 
meeting. 
 
The state agencies would then spend up to 
one year developing the necessary amend-
ments to issue the public code change notice 
in June of 2004, which would begin the offi-
cial review and adoption period. 
 
State agencies are already reviewing the 
available model codes and the provisions 
affecting the occupancies for which they have 
jurisdiction. 
 
If you are interested in more information re-
garding the state agency review process, 
please contact the appropriate state agency: 
 
Calif. Energy Commission:     (916) 772-3300 
Dept. Health Services:            (916) 324-2208 
Dept of Housing & Community Development: 

(916) 445-9471 
Dept. Industrial Relations, Div. Occupational 
Safety & Health:                      (916) 703-5100 
Div of the State Architect/AccessCompliance: 

(916) 322-4700 
Div of the State Architect/Structural Safety: 

(916) 445-8100 
Office of the State Fire Marshal: 

(916) 445-8200 
                      Stay Tuned!       
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POSSELT TO RETIRE 
FROM STATE SERVICE 

  
California Building Standards Commission 
Staff Services Manager II Stuart L. Posselt, 
AIA, last week announced his retirement 
from state service.  His last day in the office 
will be January 22, 2003 with his official re-
tirement date being of March 3, 2003.  “I like 
that” he said, “Its an easy date to remember 
- 03-03-03.” 
 
Posselt, is a graduate of the University of 
Illinois.  After obtaining his California Archi-
tectural License, he worked in California and 

TITLE 24 ERRATA AND 
SUPPLEMENTS ENROUTE  

 
Errata to the 2001 edition of Title 24 and 
supplements to both the 1998 and 2001 edi-
tions of Title 24 are on their way.  All those 
who returned their subscription cards to the 
publisher(s) of the codes they purchased 
should receive the errata and/or supple-
ments. 
 
By the time you receive this, the Errata and 
Supplements might also be posted in PDF 
format on our web site at www.bsc.ca.gov. 
 
Errata have no regulatory effect and for ease 
of visibility should be printed on buff colored 
paper. 
 
Supplements have regulatory effect and 
have gone through the rulemaking process. 
For ease of visibility, they should be printed 
on blue paper. 
 
The supplements to the 1998 Title 24 are 
necessary as they became effective before 
November 1, 2002, and apply to those struc-
tures whose permit application was filed be-
fore November 1, 2002.  The effective dates 
are contained in the History Note Appendix 
of the supplements. 
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Nevada real estate development before 
entering state service in 1995.  As a 
Governor Wilson Appointee, he served as 
Chief of Administrative Operations for the 
Division of the State Architect and then as 
the Director of Seismic Safety 
Implementation before joining the CBSC 
staff.  
As the Managing Partner of the 2000 Code 
Partnership, Posselt helped steer the proc-
ess of selecting the model codes to be used 
for the 2001 Title 24.  He helped conceive 
the never before undertaken process and 
held the 250 member public/private Partner-
ship to task, and to the schedule which it 
established. 
 
Posselt then undertook the task of publishing 
the 11 parts of the 2001 Title 24 in its nine 
volumes.  In addition, he is  the Editor of the 
BSC Title 24 Newsletter.  (He wrote this arti-
cle.) 
 
Posselt and his wife of 41 years who have 
traveled all over the world, plan to do more. 
“We have seen a lot, but there is a whole 
bunch more to check out – China, Egypt, the 
Nile, Russia, the Galapagos Islands, etc., 
etc.  “I’m also going to tackle all those pro-
jects that got left until there was more time”, 
Posselt reported, “I’m not retiring, I’m chang-
ing jobs.” 
 
 

HAPPY 
HOLIDAYS 
    TO ALL! 
 

 
The following is a list of errata and supple-
ments currently in the publication process. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  The date of the errata 
(printed on buff colored paper) has no regu-
latory effect.  The date of the supplement 
(printed on light blue paper) is for identifica-
tion purposes only.  The effective date of the 
provisions is set forth in the History Note 
Appendix. 
 
1998 Part 2 – Nov. 15, 2002 Supplement 
1998 Part 7 – Nov. 15, 2002 Supplement 
1998 Part 9 – Nov. 15, 2002 Supplement 
 
2001 Part 1, Chap. 7 – Oct. 1, 2002 Errata 
2001 Part 7, Chap. 13 –  

Oct. 1, 2002 Supplement 
2001 Part 2 – Oct. 1, 2002 Errata 
2001 Part 2 – Nov. 15, 2002 Supplement 
2001 Part 2 – Jan. 2, 2002 Supplement 
2001 Part 2 Vol. 2 – Oct. 1, 2002 Errata 
2001 Part 3 – Oct. 1, 2002 Errata 
2001 Part 4 – Oct. 1, 2002 Errata 
2001 Part 5 – Oct. 1, 2002 Errata 
2001 Part 7 – Nov. 15, 2002 Supplement 
2001 Part 9 – Jan 2, 2002 Errata 
2001 Part 9 – Nov. 15, 2002 Supplement 
 
With the exception of the 2001 Part 9 errata 
and supplement, all of the above should be 
in the mail by the time you receive this issue 
of the Title 24 Newsletter. 

 
AND TO ALL A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 



 

 

WTC Performance Studies 
 
Following the September 11, 2001, attacks 
on New York City’s World Trade Center 
(WTC), the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA) and the Structural 
Engineering Institute of the American Soci-
ety of Civil Engineers (SEI/ASCE), in asso-
ciation with New York City and several other 
Federal agencies and professional organi-
zations, deployed a team of civil, structural, 
and fire protection engineers to study the 
performance of buildings at the WTC site. 
 
Their extensive and highly analytical report 
is available in pdf format on the internet at 
http://www.house.gov/science/hot/wtc/wtcre
port.htm. 
 
In April of 2002, the American Society of 
Civil Engineers (ASCE) produced a televi-
sion report of Why The Towers Fell which 
was shown on PBS.  The program follows a 
team of structural and fire engineers during 
their detailed study of the disaster.  It also 
includes a report of a survivor who was 
above the impact floors. 
 
If you are unable to find the program or 
would like a DVD, you can purchase a copy 
for $19.95 from WGBH-TV’s web site: 
http://main.wgbh.org/wgbh/shop/wg36479.h
tml. 
 
Why the Towers Fell takes viewers through 
the process by which the investigative team 
came to understand the how's and why's of 
one of America's greatest tragedies. From a 
detailed examination of the building's origi-
nal design to the relentless process of 
combing scrap steel yards and Ground Zero 
itself for evidence, this was one of the most 
extensive and difficult disaster investiga-
tions ever undertaken. The team tested 
building materials, calculated the role of the 
jet fuel in the fire, estimated the speed of 
the aircraft and the damage to the building's 
core, and they analyzed the effectiveness of 
the escape and fire protection systems. The 
conclusions they reached will certainly in-
fluence the building of future skyscrapers 
for years to come. 
 
Like the written report, this is purely a tech-
nical structural program and contains no 
discussion of, or reference to, the political or 
airport security issues.  The program con-
tains basically the same data as in the writ-
ten report, but obviously it has more visual 
representations of what is reported, includ-
ing the video which the engineers studied to 
arrive at their conclusions. 
 
For those who are interested in learning 
more about this horrific event which gener-
ated significant changes in this country and 
the rest of the world, this report and DVD 
are a most interesting and enlightening 
analysis of the structural and fire issues. 

 

DWR Task Force Studies 
Recycled Water Opportunities 

 
Assembly Bill 331 (Goldberg) signed into 
law October 7, 2001 (Water Code Section 
13578) established the 2002 Recycled Wa-
ter Task Force (RWTF).   
 
The RWTF is a cooperative effort of the 
California Department of Water Resources 
(DWR), the State Water Resources Control 
Board and the Department of Health Ser-
vices. 
 
The RWTF is to “identify and report to the 
Legislature on opportunities for increasing 
the use of recycled water ... and constraints 
and impediments, including the level of 
state financial assistance available for pro-
ject construction, to increasing the use of 
recycled water.”  AB 331 further seeks 
recommendations for: “Changes in the 
Uniform Plumbing Code, published by the 
International Association of Plumbing and 
Mechanical Officials, that are appropriate to 
facilitate the use of recycled water in indus-
trial and commercial settings.” 
 
The RWTF is charged with evaluating the 
current framework of state and local rules, 
regulations, ordinances and permits to iden-
tify the opportunities, obstacles or disincen-
tives to maximize the safe use of recycled 
water.  The recommendations of the RWTF 
must be reported to the legislature by DWR 
before July 1, 2003. 
 
AB 331 set forth that the DWR shall con-
vene the RWTF and the membership 
thereof.  However, just as important, there 
is attendance and participation by other 
interested agencies, water purveyors and 
the general public.  The meetings are al-
ways noticed and open to the public.  
 
To accomplish the RWTF effort, six work-
groups have been formed and will present a 
series of white papers to the full Task 
Force.  Those six workgroups consist of the 
Science & Health/Indirect Potable Reuse 
Workgroup, the Public Education & Out-
reach Workgroup, the Plumbing 
Code/Cross Connection Control Workgroup, 
the Funding/Cal Fed Coordination Work-
group, Regulations and Permitting Work-
group, and the Economics Workgroup. 
 
The RWTF charged the workgroups with 
specific tasks and it reviews and comments 
on the progress of each, adding guidance, 
suggestions and input. 

2003 ANNUAL CODE CYCLE 
SUBMISSION DATE SET 

 
The following notice has been sent to the 
California Energy Commission (CEC), the 
Division of the State Architect Structural 
Safety and Access Compliance (DSA/SS & 
DSA/AC), the Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD), the Office 
of Statewide Health Planning and Develop-
ment (OSHPD) and the State Fire Marshal 
(SFM). 
 
Building Standards Law requires state 
agencies to submit proposed building stan-
dards for consideration by the California 
Building Standards Commission in an an-
nual code adoption cycle.   
 
In accordance with the California Code of 
Regulations, Title 24, Part 1, Chapter 1, 
Section 1-901(b), this is notice to the state 
agencies that the last day the Commission 
will accept complete proposals to change 
the 2001 California Building Standards 
Code for the 2003 Annual Code Adoption 
Cycle is July 1, 2003.   
 
Completed code change submittals re-
ceived after that date will be stockpiled for 
the 2004 Annual Code Adoption Cycle. 
 

LOCAL AMENDMENTS 
 ARRIVING AT CBSC 

 
With the November 1, 2002 effective date of 
the 2001 Title 24, the local jurisdictions are 
actively moving forward with its adoption 
and their local amendments thereto. 
 
Please note that any local  amendments to 
earlier editions of Title 24 do not automati-
cally carry forward to subsequent editions – 
they must be re-adopted for each edition. 
 
Local jurisdictions may amend Title 24 pro-
visions providing the amendments are more 
restrictive and a result of formal findings of 
geologic, topographic or climatic conditions.  
 
Once those findings have been adopted 
and the ordinance adopting the amend-
ments has been approved, the provisions 
along with their express finding(s) and ad-
option documents must be filed with the 
CBSC in order to be enforceable.  The filing 
must show evidence by signatures or the 
certification of the city and/or county clerk or 
fire protection district Board of Director’s 
clerk that the express finding(s) were a law-
ful action of the governing body. 
  
The absence of the filing of any local 
amendments with the CBSC implies that the 
Title 24 is applicable within that jurisdiction 
without local amendment. 
 
Local jurisdictions are urged to adopt and 
file their local amendments to the 2001 Title 
24 to avoid any future enforceability issues. 
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CALIFORNIA BUILDING  
STANDARDS COMMISSION 
2525 Natomas Park Drive - Suite 130 
Sacramento, California 95833-2936 
 
HOMEPAGE ADDRESS: 
http://www.bsc.ca.gov 
 
Meeting Information Line:   
916-263-0844 
 
GRAY DAVIS 
Governor 
 
Aileen Adams 
Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

All parts of  the 2001 California Code of Regulations Title 24 became effective on Novem
 

All Parts of Title 24 are available from the following publishers or your local technical bo
Part 1, California Administrative Code, and 
Part 2 (2 Volumes), California Building Code, and 
Part 7, California Elevator Safety Construction Code, and 
Part 8, California Historical Building Code, and 
Part 10, California Code for Building Conservation, and 
Part 12, California Building Standards Code: 
 International Conference of Building Officials (ICBO) 
 www.ICBO.org  -or-  1-(800) 284-4406 
Part 3, California Electrical Code: 
 National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
 www.NFPA.org/CEC  -or-  1-(800) 344-3555 
Part 4, California Mechanical Code, and 
Part 5, California Plumbing Codes: 
 International Assn. of Plumbing & Mechanical Officials (IAPMO) 
 www.IAPMO.org  -or-  1-(800) 854-2766 
Part 9, California Fire Code: 
 Western Fire Chiefs Association (WFCA) 
 www.wfca.com  -or-  1-(888)785-3473 
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